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The investigation of a serious marine casualty of m/v Selfoss was conducted 

under the State Marine Accident Investigation Commission Act of 31 August 2012 

(The Journal of Laws item 1068 as amended) as well as norms, standards and 

recommended procedures agreed within the International Maritime Organisation 

(IMO) and binding the Republic of Poland. 

The objective of the investigation of a marine casualty or incident under the 

above-mentioned Act is to ascertain its causes and circumstances to prevent future 

casualties and incidents and improve the state of marine safety. 

The State Marine Accident Investigation Commission does not determine 

liability nor apportion blame to persons involved in the marine casualty or incident. 

This report shall be inadmissible in any judicial or other proceedings whose 

purpose is to attribute blame or liability for the accident referred to in the report 

(Art. 40.2 of the State Marine Accident Investigation Commission Act). 

 

State Marine Accident Investigation Commission 

Plac Stefana Batorego 4, 70-207 Szczecin 

Landline: +48 91 44 03 290 

Mobile: +48 664 987 987 

e-mail: pkbwm@mgm.gov.pl 

www.pkbwm.gov.pl 
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2. Facts 

On 12 July 2017, the vessel Selfoss entered the port of świnoujŜcie and berthed at 10:00 LT 

port side to the northern part of the Hutnik·w Wharf. On the same day, cargo operations were 

completed at 22:25 LT. 

At. 22:00 LT a pilot entered the bridge of the vessel. There was a routine exchange 

of information between the pilot and the master regarding weather conditions, direction and 

strength of current, maneuvering parameters of the vessel, and the discussion about the 

manoeuvre of unberthing and turning the vessel to the exit. The exit maneuvers started 

at 22:50. The vessel did not use tug boats because it had been exempt from it. The vessel was 

being operated by the master. Chief officer was also present at the bridge. 

The master planned and agreed with the pilot that the vessel would depart using a forward 

spring and then it would turn over the port side towards the fairway, using the incoming 

current in the port channel in favour of the acceleration of hull rotation. Two attempts 

to perform that maneuver failed. A strong, pushing wind caused the vessel to turn to the 

wharf. Due to these unsuccessful attempts, the master informed the pilot about the change 

of plans and his intention to turn the vessel over starboard. At the time of this manoeuver, 

the hull of the vessel was drifting into the harbour along the wharf, being pushed by the wind 

and the current pressing the hull which caused damage to the stern of the vessel and 

the wharf. Then the vessel drifted under the lowered arm of the gantry crane standing in front 

of its bow causing the damage to its own mast holding the radar and communication antennas. 

There was also a threat of collision with a vessel Globia standing in front of its bow. Full 

ahead manoeuvre
1
 with the engine caused that the collision was avoided and the hulls of the 

vessels passed by one another at a very short distance.  

The pilot reported the event to the officer on duty at the harbour masterôs office of the port 

of świnoujŜcie and the vessel, as instructed, berthed starboard at the G·rnik·w wharf. 

By the decision of the PSC, the vessel was detained in the port of świnoujŜcie in order 

to carry out necessary repair of the mast and antennas of navigational equipment that would 

restore its seaworthiness. On 15 July 2017 at 16:00 LT after the repair, Selfoss left 

świnoujŜcie. 

 

                                                 
1
 Polish abbreviation: CN 

2
 Estuary of a river 
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3. General Information 

3.1. Vesselôs Particulars 

 

Name: Selfoss 

Flag: Faroe Islands 

Owner: Sp/f SelfossLine Eystara Bryggja 

(Faroe Islands) 

   Operator: Eimskip Island ehf, Korngardar 2,  

104 Reykjavik, Iceland  

Classification society:  DNV-GL 

Type:  container vessel 

Call sign: OZ2171 

IMO number: 9433456 

Gross tonnage: 7464 

TEU: 698 

Year of built: 2008 

Power: 7200 kW (MaK 8m 43c) 

Width:  20.60 m 

Length overall: 129.60 m 

Draught:  6.20 m 

Hull material: steel 

Minimum crew: 10 people 
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Photograph 1: M/v ĂSelfossò at the G·rnik·w wharf in świnoujŜcie 13 July 2017 

 

3.2. Vouage Particulars 

 

Ports en route: świnoujŜcie 

Port of destination: Helsingborg (Sweden) 

Type of navigation: deep sea navigation 

Manning: 11 Icelanders 

 

3.3. Accident Information  

 

Kind: serious marine casualty 

Date and time of the event: 12 July 2017 at 22:56 LT  

Geographical position of the event: ű = 53Á54'11" N, ɚ =014Á15'05" E 

Geographical area of the event: świnoujŜcie, Poland 

Nature of the water region: świna river ï port waters 
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Photograph 2: Position of m/v ĂSelfossò during the unberthing manoeuvre: 1. m/v ĂSelfossò, 

2. Gantry crane with lowered arm, 3. m/v ĂGlobiaò(source: Google map with drawn 

silouettes of vessels and the crane) 

Weather during the event: good visibility, wind NNW  6-7Á B, 

  Air temperature 16Á C 

Operational status of the vessel during the event: unberthing after loading 

Place of the accident on board: mast with radar and communication 

antennas 

Consequences of the accident to people: no consequences 

Consequences of the accident to the vessel: as a result of the impact on the lowered 

arm of the crane the mast was broken, 

as well as radar antennas along with 

waveguides, communication antennas, 

navigation lights, as well as the crane. 

As a result of dragging the vessel along 

the embankment, it got slight dents 

in the aft part and damage to the frames 

and caused minor damage to the wharf. 
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Photograph 3: Broken mast of m/v ĂSelfossò, 

damaged navigation lights, antennas of 10 cm and 

3 cm radars 

Photograph 4: Damaged elements 

of the mast of m/v ĂSelfossò 

 

  

Photograph 2: Consequences of the contact of the 

vessel with the wharf: 1. Indentation of the port 

side part of the curved stern caused by a contact 

with a mooring bitt, 2.Traces of friction against 

the wharf with the port side part of the curved 

stern 

 

Photograph 3: Damage to the ribs and 

sheathing of the hull in result of the 

contact of the vessel with the wharf 
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Photograph 7: Traces of contact of m/v ĂSelfossò at the wharf: 1. Gaps in the wharf, 

2. Mooring pitt with traces of paint from the hull  

3.4.  Shore Services and Rescue Action Information 

Neither any shore units have been engaged nor rescue action conducted. 

 

4. Circumstances of the Accident 

Selfoss has been operating as a liner in the 14-days cycle between the ports of Iceland, 

Denmark, Poland, Sweden and the Faroe Islands. On 12 July 2017 at 10:00 LT it entered the 

port of świnoujŜcie and moored with port side to the northern part of the Hutnik·w wharf.  

On the same day, cargo operations were completed at 22:25 LT.  

The pilot entered the vessel at 22:00 waiting for the completion of the loading operations. 

After their completion, the master and chief officer came to the bridge. At. 22:33 

a maneuvering alert for the crew was announced. The pilot gave the master information 

on weather conditions (wind direction and strength), as well as the direction and strength 

of current in the port channel
2
. The vessel had an exemption from using port tug boats. 

                                                 
2
 Estuary of a river 
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The master informed the pilot that he himself would be conducting unberthing manoeuvres 

from the wharf and presented to him the plan of exit manoeuvers. The plan was accepted 

by the pilot. 

The master began the unberthing manoeuvre. According to the previously presented plan, he 

intended to tilt the hull of the vessel to the port channel while maintaining the bow 

of the vessel on the forward spring. Considering the activity of the current of 0.9 knots 

entering into the port channel, the master assumed that once the  stern was sufficiently 

deviated to the right while the engine was working slow ahead, the hull would cross 

the stream line of the current, which would speed the vesselôs rotation 180Á so that the bow 

would be placed in the direction of the port exit. 

 

Figure 1: The drawing presenting first manoeuvre made by Selfoss shipmaster 

Unfortunately, the manoeuvre failed the first time, and, fearing that the bow would 

touch the wharf, despite the work of the bow thruster pushing it back from the wharf, 
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the vesselós hull again took up the position along the wharf. The wind pushing the vessel 

to a large extent hindered the manoeuvre. Despite the unsuccessful manoeuver, the master 

repeated his attempt to turn the vessel over the port side to set itôs bow to the exit. Another 

attempt also failed and the vessel again took up the position along the wharf. Because 

of unsuccessful manoeuvers by port side, the master decided to turn the vessel over starboard 

and he informed the pilot about it. 

 

 

Figure 1: The drawing presenting second manoeuvre made by Selfoss shipmaster 

 

After casting the forward spring, which was the last line given ashore, the master tried 

to tilt the bow of the vessel from the wharf by using the thruster and working backwards with 

the screw (right-handed screw) to the right to the wind and pressing current. The vessel was 

drifting along the wharf brushing the aft part on the concrete edge of the wharf between 

fenders. At the same time, the master made a few chaotic movements with the rudder, also 
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reducing the rudder's blade to the right, so as to prevent further brushing of the vesselôs stern 

against the wharf and one of the mooring pitts. During these manoeuvres, the vessel, which 

was being pushed by the current and the wind, was slowly drifting along the G·rnik·w wharf, 

approaching the lowered arm of the gantry crane and the vessel Globia berthing behind 

the crane. 

 

 

Photograph 4: Gantry crane where m/v Selfoss got caught in its arm. The palce of contact 

has been marked. 

 

At 22:56, the aft part of the vessel was found at the height of the gantry crane, and the 

upper part of one of the masts carrying a radar antenna, AIS antenna and navigation light got 

caught more less 6 m below the top of the mast in the lowered arm of the gantry and was 

broken. It caused that the metal bar in the central part of the gantry craneôs arm got twisted 

at a distance of 4.30 m from the end of the arm. 

The vessel was dangerously close to Globia which was berthed in front of it. 

The master took the pilotôs advice to use the full power of the engine immediately and to sail 




























